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RECREATIONAL VEHICLES 

Section 2 of the draft new Zoning By-law defines a Recreational Vehicle: 

RECREATIONAL VEHICLE shall mean a vehicle or trailer that is designed to be towed or propelled 
by a mobile vehicle or self-propelled which is capable of being used on a short-term basis for living, 
sleeping or eating accommodations. A recreational vehicle may include motor homes, tent trailers, 
travel trailers or similar. 

Can I park my Recreational Vehicle in my driveway? 
The provisions in the draft new Zoning By-law relating to the use of Recreational Vehicles are intended 
to be consistent with that of Zoning By-law No. 2012-35 that is currently in effect.  Essentially, this means 
that on a developed residential lot, you can park and store your RV in your driveway (or in a side or rear 
yard). Section 3.14.11.1 of the draft new Zoning By-law includes a provision to allow for this. 

Where can I use my Recreational Vehicle? 
It is important to note that neither the current nor draft new Zoning By-law explicitly allows or prohibits 
occasional stays for family or friends within a Recreational Vehicle when parked appropriately on a 
developed residential lot (e.g. children’s sleep over, safe alternative to driving home after drinking, safe 
space for isolation in the fight against covid-19). In preparing the draft new Zoning By-law, the Township 
does not intend to restrict this type of use. 

The draft new zoning bylaw does prohibit a Recreational Vehicle from being used as a dwelling or for 
the purpose of human habitation (Section 3.12), except in a campground. Campgrounds are a permitted 
use in the Tourist Campground (CT) zone. This means that while you may park your Recreational Vehicle 
in your driveway on a developed residential lot, you can not live there and it can not be used as a 
seasonal dwelling or rented as a campsite.  

Can a Recreational Vehicle be used or stored on a vacant lot? 
A Recreational Vehicle can only be used or stored on a vacant lot if that use is permitted in the zone that 
it is located in or if a temporary use permit has been issued while a building is being constructed as per 
Section 3.22. 

Can I stay in a Recreational Vehicle while I am building a new house? 
Section 3.22 of the draft new zoning bylaw provides an exception to the occupancy restriction for 
Recreational Vehicles. A recreational vehicle may be occupied on a temporary basis during the course 
of construction of a dwelling on the same lot, provided that:  

• Temporary connection to an approved on-site sewage disposal system is provided;
• A building permit for a dwelling has been issued and remains in force;
• The recreational vehicle is located in accordance with the required yards and water setbacks

applicable to a dwelling;
• In no event shall the recreational vehicle be located on the lot for a period exceeding two years

from the date of issuance of the building permit.
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If you intend to live in a Recreational Vehicle while you are constructing a home, the Building Official will 
check that these requirements are met before issuing a Temporary Use Permit. The permit will require 
that the Recreational Vehicle is removed within 30 days of an occupancy permit being issued for the 
new dwelling. 


